94 B MATERIALS OF CONFERENCE H

OT 3amIaBHBIX OyKB, 3HAKOB NPEMHHAHUS, HCHONIB30Ba-
HHUE OOJBIIOT0 KOJIMYECTBA OCTPOYMHBIX COKPAIIECHHIA.
XapakTepHbIMH OCOOCHHOCTSIMH SI3bIKa BUPTYaJIbHOIL
KOMMYHHUKAITHH SIBIAIOTCS IHPOKOE MCHONIB30BaHUE a0-
OpeBuaryp, yCcedeHUH M COKpalleHHH, TeHJICHIUs K J0-
MHUHHPOBAHUIO ()OHETUYECKOTO MPHHIUIA MHCbMa. DTOT
SI3BIK OUSHBb OBICTPO PA3BUBACTCS M M3MEHSICTCS KaXIbIil
JICHb, MOCKOJILKY B HEM OTCYTCTBYIOT HOPMBI KaK TaKO-
BbIE, M K&)KABIH IONB30BaTeNb CIIOCOOEH MOBIUSTH Ha
€ro pa3BUTHE ITyTEM HCIIONB30BAHMSI HOBBIX CIIOB U Ba-
PUAHTOB COKpAILCHUH.

VY4acTHUKHM BHUPTYaJIbHOM KOMMYHUKAIIUM HCIIOJNb-
3yIOT OOJBIIOE KOJIMYECTBO COKPANIEHHBIX EJUHUIl HE
TONBKO AJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI YMEHBIINTH 00beM TekcTa. Ts-
TOTCHHE K HEOOBIYHOCTH ¥ HECTAHJAPTHOCTU (POPMEI
OOILICHNS SIBISICTCS €llle OAHOW NPHYMHOM pacnpocTpa-
HEHHA COKpaleHuii 1 ab0peBuaryp B yarax. CioBecHbIe
HOBIIIECTBA POXKAAIOTCS B HEMPUHYXKJICHHOH pedn, B y3-
KOH COLIMAlbHOW Cpene, yalle BCEro Cpeau MOJIOICHKH
KaK CO3HATeIbHOE HAapyIICHHE HOPMBI, IPOTECT MPOTHB
Hee, KOT/Ia H3BECTHOE, YacTo YIOTpedIsieMoe CIIOBO MPH-
oOpeTaeT O0LIYI0 3KCIPECCUBHOCTh ¥ HOBU3HY.

MHorue JTHHTBUCTHI 1I0JIaraloT, uTo u3-3a MHTepHera
JIFOZIU TEPSIIOT CHOCOOHOCTh HOPMAJIbHO OOIIAThCS, MO-
CKOJIBKY SI3BIK 3aCODPSETCS CIICHIOM U abOpeBuatrypamu.
OpnHako ecTh U Apyras TOUKa 3peHus. SI3bIK He Jierpaiu-
pYyerT, a epexouT Ha HOBBIH YPOBEHB 110 Mepe TOro, Kak
YEJIOBEYECTBO BCTYIAET B HOBYIO Py KOMMYHHUKAIIHH.
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Superstition is a prejudice, representing a belief in
some otherworldly forces. Itcontains anassumption, which
is often unconscious, that one can found some protection
from these forces or achieve an acceptable compromise
with them. A special place among the superstitions is
occupied by omens as signs foreshadowing an event. The
specificity of superstition’s stability is connected with the
fact that the cases of their correctness are firmly fixed,
while the cases of their apparent fallibility are displaced.
As a result, a person makes a false link between an action
and some event which s/he believes to be the result of
this action. Signs have deep historical roots and are part
of the national communicative culture, so their ignorance
may affect negatively the course of communication
between representatives of different cultures in
intercultural interaction. To confirm this hypothesis, we
have interviewed 45 students of KnASTU to find out
their knowledge of Chinese omens, as the Chinese are
considered to be one of the most superstitious nations.
The results are as follows. Only 17.7 % of the respondents
know that the Chinese friends should not be treated with
peaches (they may take it as a hint, that you want them
to leave this world as soon as possible). The remaining
part of the respondents thinks that they are kiwi (40 %)
and plums (42%) that have anegative connotation in
China. Only 35.5% of the respondents believe that one
cannot present money numbering 250 yuans (the Chinese
avoid pronouncing the number 250 as it means «a fool»).
Yet 25% of the respondents believe that clocks can be
a good gift, though the expression «to give a watch»
means «bring to death» in Chinese. 44 % of the students
agreed that one can present a green hat to the groom at the
wedding, not knowing that a man with a green hat means
«a cuckold» in China. 13 % agreed, that it is appropriate

to present a bouquet of 14 flowers to a Chinese girl (while
in China the figure 14 means «certain death») and should
not give asingle flower, though ahomonym of that
number is «honor», «prize». The bouquet of 11 flowers
means that the giver likes the recipient with all his heart
and soul, but this option was selected only by 62 % of the
respondents. To the question «If you have been served
rice, you can ...» 29% answered «put chopsticks in it»
(the Chinese do so only at funerals), 32 % responded «to
put them on an empty bowl» (this could bring death). It is
not hard to imagine a lot of insults and arguments, which
may be caused by the communicants’ lack of knowledge
of each other’s culture.
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The scientific literature considers contracultural com-
munication to be a reverse side of the dialogue between
cultures, which leads to confrontation, conflict and even
war of cultures, i.e. intercultural communication with
a negative sign. Researches in the contracultural commu-
nication have proved the possibility and high-frequency
probability of negative interaction outbreaks when hostile
confrontation prevails over the constructive dialogue [1].
In some cases the reason for them is ethnic intolerance
which is interpreted as a quality of ethnic community or
its representative, characterized by rejection or denial of
the culture, its customs, values, models of behavior and
communication, the way of life of other ethnic groups.
The intolerance becomes apparent at three levels: emo-
tive, conative and cognitive. At the emotive level it is
an antagonistic and hostile attitude, at the conative level
it is behavioral focus on rejection and abhorrence, and
at the cognitive level it is ideas justifying relationships
and acts of this kind. The signs of ethnic group’s intol-
erance are fanaticism, cynicism, aggression to another
ethnos or its representatives; the fixation of enemy-image
as represented by some nation; negative ethnic attitudes;
provocative behavior and acts. The signs of intolerance
at the interpersonal level are irritation, the exaggerated
importance of one’s own ethnic belonging, the necessity
of ethnic associativity, the amplification of the status of
ethnic membership. There are several forms of contracul-
tural communication [2]. Xenophobia is a fear or a hatred
of someone or something foreign, strange or novel; a per-
ception of alien as obscure, incomprehensible, and there-
fore dangerous and hostile. The assimilation is a merging
of two ethnic groups with one of them losing its language,
culture, and national self-consciousness. The segregation
is a division of people according to cultural belonging
with the majority’s removing the minority from the main
positions of social life. The chauvinism is an ideology
that means propagation of national superiority to explain
the right for discrimination and oppression towards an-
other ethos. Genocide is the deliberate and systematic
destruction of a cultural group by the representatives of
another culture; the latter usually outnumbers and excels
in technological resources the former.
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